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The reality is quite opposite. Philosophy is taught/researched only
in well-established and reputed universities.

(IRAM @Eewe *F: A biochemistry teacher with a PhD
from Japan has said it to me.

Faisal Tariq: During my PhD, I worked both in the UK and
in Japan and aware of the ‘PhD culture’ in both places. So,
I probably do understand why he made such comments.
But I do not blame him really. We grew up in an
environment where any domain except Engineering and
Medicine are brushed aside.

I had the same feeling towards arts and social sciences
disciplines until I started my PhD. We were exposed to the
research aspects of different domains (particularly arts and
social science) for the first time and we learned to
appreciate the necessity of all disciplines for the
advancement of human civilisation.
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Mahmudur Rahman: 1 don’t know how it sounds as doctor of
philosophy in philosophy. But all doctorates, except medicine,
exercise philosophy to some extent. But those are mostly based
on facts (at least from the perspective of science background).
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NI (PR & A, e PR E amqers 210 o3
OItE @8 MACEEA WX F@ A1 philosophy is always
philosophy of something. It’s a second-order discipline.
That means, it starts by taking the concerned disciplines
whatever findings as granted. But proceeds to inquire the
potential inconsistencies there. Philosophy not only finds
the flaws; it also proposes the alternatives.
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Everyone does philosophy. But only a few are aware of doing it.
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Philosophy deals with the big questions in an argumentative way.
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Problem of Defining Philosophy

Each Philosopher has given his or her own definition of philosophy.
Some of them emphasized on the knowledge aspect of philosophy,
some on metaphysics, some on science, some on truthness and some
on language. It's like seeing an elephant by blind persons.

Actually, philosophy is not definable.

Because, the definiens of the definiendum ‘philosophy’ is itself
dependent on philosophical assumption and interpretation. Let’s
consider this, ‘man is a rational animal’. In this definition, ‘man’
is the definiendum and ‘rational animal’ is the definiens. Defining
something is like doing a judgement on the term.

So, it’s clear that we can’t determine or judge the term
‘philosophy’ by something else. Because, it is the most fundamental
and number one subject of human enterprise. Nothing is prior to
philosophy, from conceptual point of view. That’s why, we need
to adopt philosophy to define philosophy. Using philosophy to
define philosophy, creates a circularity problem; which we call
begging the question fallacy.

To avoid this peculiar problem, we can go for a characteristical definition
of philosophy. I have already discussed it in my earlier writings.

Anyway, around two decades earlier, I have collected the following
traditional definitions of philosophy to prepare a class handout for
the then fresh undergraduate students.
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Epistemology biased definitions of philosophy:
1. “Philosophy is the science and criticism of Cognition” - Kant

2. “Philosophy is the science of knowledge” - Fichte

Metaphysics biased definitions of philosophy:

3. “Philosophy aims at the knowledge of the eternal, of the
essential nature of the things” - Plato

4. “Philosophy is the science which investigates the nature of
being as it is in itself and the attributes which belong to it in
virtue of its own nature” - Aristotle

5. “Philosophy is knowledge of that which is eternal, of what God
is and what flows out of this nature” - Hegel

6. “Philosophy is an attempt to know reality as against mere
appearance” - Bradley

7. “Philosophy is the search for a comprehensive view of nature,
an attempt at a universal explanation of things” - weber

Science biased definitions of philosophy:

8. “Philosophy is the science of sciences” - Comte

9. “Philosophy is the sum total of all scientific knowledge” - Polson

10. “Philosophy is the unification of all knowledge obtained by the
special sciences in a consistent whole” - Vount

Truth biased definition of philosophy:

11. “Philosophy is the love for 'the truth' - the complete body of

knowledge that includes in it all truths - all truths organized
in one great system” - Marvin
Language biased definition of philosophy:

12. “Philosophy is the logical analysis of language” - according to
the logical positivists and analytic philosophers.
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Philosophy is not meant to give any specific answer.
Yet whatever answer you prefer, that one is
necessarily philosophical.
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Philosophy starts with science, ends up in religion.
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Science, Philosophy and Religion
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Philosophy deals with the ‘what’ question in ‘why’ format.
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Mohammad Mozammel Hoque: by definition, part can't
fully grasp or conceive the whole. moreover, when the
‘whole’ is unlimited or infinite. this is logical and
ontological necessity.

HqFT 9N: [ know that God is whole, but what about
everything else? Isn't it a logical fallacy to say that since
we cannot know about the absolute being (God), I cannot
know the absolute reality of everything else?

Mohammad Mozammel Hoque: God is a relevant issue here,
in this discussion. not the central issue. Once again, the
main thing and the most important issue is the ontology
of absolute-particular relation. From particular's point of
view, there has to be some ENTITY which is Absolute.
otherwise, the particular cannot be particular at the very
first place.

particulars know the Absolute by their own existences and
by the mood of their relation with the Absolute, i.e. how
the absolute appears to the particulars. for the particulars,
Absolute's existence is knowable, but not the True Reality
of the Absolute.

to know something's existence and to know the specific
inner attributes or ontology of that existence, these two
are different aspects.

we know the ocean is big. but we don't know for sure
what the things are there in the ocean(s) and how big it
is. Moreover, the case of us and the oceans belongs to
close ended category. Whereas the case of Absolute and
the particulars relation is a matter of open-ended category
or relation.

by



That's why, the Absolute's existence is knowable, but only
by Its appearing or revealing characteristics, which are
suitable or understandable by the particulars.

9@ @@t Sir, thank you for the response. To better
understand the topic, I would like to elaborate my
thoughts here.

From your response [ have understood that the absolute-
particular relation is more focused (if not only applicable)
on God vs creation, not creation vs creation. In other
words, 1 can know the True Reality (2F® IBI®I) of
anything inside or outside of this universe, but true reality
of God cannot be known. Right? Or, true reality of
'Anything' cannot be known according to Philosophy?

Actually, T was thinking that although we humans have
limitations as a particular being, but we can use Collective
Intelligence, Artificial intelligence (AI) and Quantum
Computers to not only overcome our limitations, but also
understand the "true reality" of many (if not all) natural
and universal phenomenon.

For instance, if we want to know the true reality of
"Gravity" or "Consciousness", we will be able to do that in
near future by using our advance technologies. It basically
means we are not bound by our limitations.

However, our limitations ONLY apply on knowing the
Absolute being, The God. We can only know him by his
appearing and ontological characteristics, not by the true
reality. Right?

Mohammad Mozammel Hoque: I would rather suggest you
to explore (1) the hard problem of consciousness, by David
Chalmers, and (2) concept of reality in philosophy,
specifically the ontology of reality, and (3) the

b9



incompleteness theorem by Kurt Gédel, (4) and identity of
the self in philosophy of mind, finally, (5) the qualification
problem. never mind please!

@ aiet: ok will go through those books and theories.

Mohammad Mozammel Hoque: Oh, sorry! these are not
books, but theories and issues.

These matters show that the fundamental concepts or
understandings are not clear to us, though we have to use
some concepts as fundamental in our applied fields.

we don't know the intrinsic characteristics of
consciousness. consciousness is quite mysterious. we deal
with reality, yet the question of reality is not settled by
philosophy. it's actually undefined and not solve-able. we
do math with formula and axioms. but mathematical
axioms are incomplete within the concerned axiomatic
system. our person-hood or identity is unidentified to us.
we are yet to resolve the conflict and gap between quality
with quantity. we claim to get precision through
quantification. though we know that quality can't be
quantified.

Our limitations are obvious. we sometimes easily 'solve'
the problem without understanding first the very criteria
or scale by which we are doing our judgment and
measurement.

Mohammad Mozammel Hoque: I am not an Al enthusiast.
I have my theory on that. If you are interested and have
time, you can check these videos:

1. Al, Singularity & Constant Gap (CGT) [EI¥
Theory:

www.youtube.com/watch?v=escNZ9XvbOo
b



2. Constant Gap Theory (CGT) faa @IS s

www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HqtIEoxb3s

3, Constant Gap Theory (CGT) R @ifva=
SESISIR IR E'

www.youtube.com/watch?v=veK1PjScsEl

@M @@t Google claims 'quantum supremacy' for
computer (https://www.bbc.com/news/science-
environment-50154993)
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As a second-order subject,
philosophy is always philosophy of something.
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When the declaration of the Kalima is a rational conclusion then
it is worthy enough. Mere utterance of Kalima is totally useless.
Rationality, any sort of rationality is nothing but doing philosophy.
Where any argument is not working, it has to be shown with
healthy argument that why argumentation is not applicable there.
Trust on and submission to authority(ies) is a must for our life to
continue, no matter what is/are that/those authority(ies).
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Everyone does philosophy.
But only a few are aware of doing it.
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knowledge is a kind of belief
though
all beliefs are not knowledge

knowledge is those beliefs
that have truth & justification

| Knowledge

Belief

Truth
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